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New Chief of Medicine at the Philadelphia VAMC

The Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center has welcomed its new Associate Chief of Staff for Medicine, who brings a wealth of experience and education to lead the clinical mission during a time of growth and transformation.

Said Ibrahim, MD, MPH, comes to Philadelphia from the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, where he was a core investigator with the VA Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion, and an Associate Professor of Medicine with tenure at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.
Dr. Ibrahim graduated from Oberlin College in 1987 and received his MD from Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine in 1993. He completed his internship and residency at the Brigham and Women's Hospital in 1996 and attended the Clinical Effectiveness Research Training Program jointly offered by the Brigham and Women's Hospital, the Massachusetts General Hospital, and the Harvard School of Public Health.  He received an MPH from Harvard School of Public Health in 1999. 

“There are a lot of exciting things happening at the Philadelphia VA,” said Dr. Ibrahim.  “I look forward to working with the dedicated staff here and being part of the important change under way.” 

Major aspects of that transformation include nearly $40 million in physical improvements, serving a new generation of combat Veterans, expanding programs for Women Veterans, and improving clinical measures and patient health and satisfaction.

Dr. Ibrahim first came to the VA in 1996 as a staff physician at the Louis Stokes VAMC in Cleveland, Ohio, and later received both the entry level and advanced level VA Health Services Research and Development Career Development Awards.  He has developed an innovative research program focused on understanding the impact of race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and culture on health care access, utilization, and outcomes. His research has been supported by prestigious career development awards from the VA Health Services  Research and Development Office, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases. In 2009, he received "The Researcher of Year Award" from the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System.

Dr. Ibrahim has published more than 60 peer-reviewed papers in top tier journals and has provided national leadership to the Society of General Internal Medicine, as Chair of the 2006 national meeting and as a current member of its governing council. He is an Associate Editor of the American Journal of Public Health and a member of the National Advisory Board for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation national program on “Finding Answers: Health Disparities.” 

He will be joined in Philadelphia by his wife of more than 22 years (Lee Erickson, MD, the incoming Chief of Quality and Patient Safety at the Penn Presbyterian Medical Center) and their two daughters.
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