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Construction projects bring changes at Philadelphia VA

The Philadelphia VA is about to begin work on the most visible of its many construction and renovation projects – a $6 million complete overhaul of the Emergency Department.  

The contract for this project, funded by the Recovery Act, has been awarded and will expand the ED capacity from 10 exam bays to 20, as well as create a separate area for patients with Behavioral Health issues.  Once the 15-month project is complete, the Emergency Department will see vastly improved privacy and a streamlined patient flow.

The ED project is one of about 40 in various phases of design and construction, with about $40 million worth of new construction and renovation projects planned this fiscal year.  They range from building a new, $8 million parking garage to improving medical specialty clinics such as GI, cardiology, hematology/oncology, and pulmonary.

Still, the ED is special because it occupies such a central space on the first floor of the medical center.  To make room for the construction, several other clinics have moved or will soon relocate to new spaces, including Veteran Service Officers, Women’s Health Clinic, and some administrative functions. 

The medical center is also designing a new dental lab, installing a second MRI, and recently expanded space and services at outpatient clinics in Southern New Jersey and the Philadelphia suburbs.  Other areas to benefit from the myriad of projects include Radiation Therapy, Rehab Medicine and Audiology.

Improvements are not restricted to the hospital.  The 135-bed Veterans Community Living Center is in the process of several renovation projects totaling another $9 million.  The facility will see expanded common areas, improved courtyards, more emphasis on private rooms, and the creation of a 10-bed palliative care unit.  These projects contribute to the CLC’s efforts to transform from an institutional model of care to more of a home-like atmosphere, and will be done in four phases to minimize disruption to residents.  

The Philadelphia VAMC provides health care in Philadelphia and the six surrounding counties in Southeastern Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey.  About 55,000 Veterans received care in fiscal 2009.  More information is available at www.philadelphia.va.gov.
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