
[image: image1.jpg]BVAPHS

VAPttb rgh Healthcare System




VA RESEARCHER CO-EDITS MOMENTOUS TEXTBOOK
“Care of the Combat Amputee” Addresses Range of Care Techniques for Combat Veterans with Major Limb Amputations and Polytrauma
PITTSBURGH – February 22, 2010 – Rory Cooper, Ph.D., founding director of the Human Engineering Resource Laboratory (HERL) at VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) and VA senior research career scientist co-edited a recently released textbook that provides a significant update to the field of rehabilitation.
This textbook provides comprehensive coverage of emerging approaches, techniques and technologies for the critical multifaceted care for our combat Veterans with major limb amputations and polytrauma. It is the latest volume in the Borden Institute’s Textbooks of Military Medicine series.
Dr. Cooper and his co-editor, Colonel Paul Pasquina, of the U.S. Army Medical Corps, hosted a three-day symposium at the Center for the Intrepid/Brooke Army Medical Center in Houston in order to compile this textbook. The event united VA, civilian and military experts in amputee care and rehabilitation to help establish consensus on standard of care issues as well as to identify areas most needed for further clinical, technical, translational and developmental research.
“It was a life-changing experience to meet the many people involved, and to become intimate with the inner workings of caring for the combat amputee,” said Dr. Cooper. 

The publication addresses aspects of combat amputee care including surgical techniques, long-term care, pain management, psychological issues, physical and occupation therapy, prosthetics and adaptive technologies, sports and recreational opportunities, and vocational rehabilitation. The book will serve as an essential resource for providers involved in amputee care, as well as service members and Veterans.

Dr. Cooper hopes that the book will serve to help service members, Veterans and people with disabilities all around the world.

HERL focuses on the design, development and evaluation of new technologies to improve the mobility of physically-impaired individuals. In its short history, HERL has become an important contributor in the fields of wheelchair design, seating systems, transportation systems and novel approaches to the delivery of assistive technology. HERL is currently located at the Highland Drive Division of VAPHS and is closely affiliated with the University of Pittsburgh and University of Pittsburgh Medical Center along with other public and private organizations.
For more info: www.bordeninstitute.army.mil or  www.herlpitt.org.
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