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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA PITTSBURGH HEALTHCARE SYSTEM TO HOST CLOTHESLINE PROJECT

PITTSBURGH – April 13, 2010 – VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) will host a “Clothesline Project” on Friday, April 16 for Veterans, staff and local community organizations to raise awareness of military sexual trauma (MST), sexual assault and abuse. 

The Clothesline Project is a visual display that allows survivors to share their stories about the impact of sexual violence on their lives by decorating a shirt in a way that reflects their experience. Shirts are then hung side-by-side on a clothesline. VA Pittsburgh has collected several shirts from Veterans, who are survivors of sexual violence and who anonymously designed the shirts to be displayed. The project will be displayed at VA Pittsburgh’s Highland Drive Division at the entrance to the auditorium in building 8 beginning at 7:30 a.m.

“VAPHS is proud to be hosting the ‘Clothesline Project’, which is intended to raise awareness of sexual violence, including military sexual trauma, and to foster healing among survivors,” said Roksana Korchynsky, Ph.D., VA Pittsburgh’s MST coordinator.  

VA Pittsburgh’s Clothesline Project will be displayed in conjunction with the Women’s Health Update conference that will take place that same day at 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the auditorium in building 8. The keynote speaker for the conference will be Olga Trujillo, a survivor of sexual violence and an attorney, who after 13 years at the U.S. Department of Justice founded, O.R.T.  Solutions, Inc., a consulting practice focused on enhancing responses to end violence against women and children. 

Trujillo designed one of the T-shirts to be displayed as part of the Clothesline Project and she will be available for interviews the day of the conference.

Media interested in attending the Clothesline Project display or Women’s Health Update conference should contact Shelley Nulph at 412-822-3536 by April 15 to confirm attendance.
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