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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Healthcare – VISN 4 and VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System put more than $38 million towards improvements for Fiscal Year 2007.
PITTSBURGH – September 19, 2007 – VA Healthcare – Veterans Integrated Services Network 4 (VISN 4) and VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) invested $38 million in facility maintenance and modernization projects for Fiscal Year 2007 (October 1, 2006 – September 30, 2007).

VAPHS utilized the $38 million to fund construction projects to improve and enhance the facilities within VAPHS in order to continue the quality of world-class health care that veterans have come to expect and deserve. A portion of the funding was also used to fund some of VAPHS’ multi-year, $200 million, major, ongoing construction projects.
At the University Drive Division of VAPHS, many renovations and enhancements were made throughout the facility to include: replacement of air handling units, a device used to condition and circulate air as part of a heating, ventilating and air-conditioning system; radiation therapy equipment was upgraded; renovations will begin to be made to the morgue, to the 4th floor in the east wing of the hospital and to the supply, processing and distribution service area in October; renovations of both the outpatient and inpatient pharmacies are currently in progress.
At the Heinz Division of VAPHS, radiology and angiography equipment was upgraded and two of the inpatient units, ground south and 3rd floor A, were completely renovated. Additional oxygen outlets were installed throughout the facility and upgrades were made to the computer rooms.
The major, ongoing construction projects at VAPHS include: a new engineering support building completed in July at the Heinz division; a nine-story parking garage at the University Drive division to be completed in December, which will provide nearly 1,500 free parking spaces and reduce the traffic congestion and wait times for patients, visitors and staff; construction of a new 98-bed residential villa complex, due to be complete in August 2008, will provide for rehabilitative treatment for veterans at the Heinz division; and a new administrative building is due to be completed by August 2008 at the Heinz division.
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