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Hometown Heroes Bowling Tournament Donates to Women Veterans Program 
March 1, 2010 – The 8th annual Hometown Heroes Bowling Tournament, sponsored by the UE Local 506 Sports Committee, raised $7,454 for Erie VA’s Women Veterans Program on Sunday, February 28, 2010.
The proceeds went to benefit local women Veterans by providing funding for care that goes above and beyond health care needs including a Celebration of Women Veterans event, baby gift baskets for local pregnant women Veterans, health education materials, and outreaches as well as support of homeless women Veterans.  

More than 145 bowlers, a record number of participants, came out to Eastway Lanes on Buffalo Road for a little competition to support this cause.  
 “We love to bowl and it is even better when we are doing it to help local Veterans,” says Mike Callaghan, a local fire fighter and Veteran who bowled with a team from the fire station.  “They’re Veterans.  Period.  Men and women, they all deserve community support for their service.”

Matt McCracken, Chairman of the UE local 506 Sports Committee at General Electric, believes supporting our Veterans is a community-wide effort that he says is a noble cause to support.  
“Today’s military has changed and women Veterans are a growing population in the military and we are proud to support local women Veterans,” said Mccracken. “Partnering with Erie VA for the past eight years to make a difference in the lives of Veterans has been very rewarding.”
The UE Local 506 Sports Committee already signed up to host this event again next year.  This committee also hosts a golf tournament each summer to raise money for Veterans.  Last year’s golf tournament benefited Erie VA’s annual Welcome Home event held for local Veterans.
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