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CONTACT:

Heather Frantz

                  

Public Affairs Specialist
PHONE:

(412) 365-4778
E-MAIL:

heather.frantz@va.gov
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Healthcare – VISN 4 deploys to assist with Hurricane Ike
PITTSBURGH – September 10, 2008 – The Department of Health and Human Services, as lead planning agency for the Emergency Support Function of Health and Medical Services as part of the National Response Framework, has requested VA assistance in providing health care personnel to possibly staff a Federal Medical Station, in response to Hurricane Ike.
VA Healthcare – VISN 4 will deploy 20 employees to Atlanta, Ga. to be on hand and begin preparations to staff a Federal Medical Station to assist with the medical care of those who may be affected by Hurricane Ike. The deployment period is scheduled for 14 days beginning yesterday, September 9. 
Employees will be sent from the following VA medical centers within the VA Healthcare - VISN 4 network: Altoona, Butler, Clarksburg, Erie, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. The doctors, nurses, police officers, pharmacists and other employees who will be deployed to Atlanta are prepared to assist in many areas to include medical care and services, security, food services, clerical duties and general maintenance for a Federal Medical Station should it be required. The Federal Medical Station would be fully staffed and managed by VA employees from throughout the country and would be equipped to provide definitive care for as many as 250 evacuees. 

The 23 VA Healthcare – VISN 4 employees who deployed last week to the Federal Medical Station in Ruston, La. to assist with the medical care of those affected by Hurricane Gustav began returning to their homes Monday.

During hurricane emergencies, veterans and their families may call 800-507-4571 for information and assistance regarding VA facilities.
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